YOKEFELLOW
Vol. 48, No. 1
FOREST HILL ELDERS
Danny Braddock
Anthony D. Callahan
Warren Davenport
Gregory D. Mangrum
Harold D. Mangrum
Keith B. McAlister
Eddie Ray
DIRECTOR:
MEMPHIS SCHOOL
OF PREACHING
B. J. Clarke
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Billy Bland
DEAN OF ACADEMICS
Keith A. Mosher, Sr.
ADMINISTRATIVE
DEAN
Bobby Liddell
DEAN OF
COMMUNICATIONS
Daniel F. Cates
DEAN OF ADMISSIONS
Tom Wacaster
ALUMNI LIAISON
Mike McDaniel
INSTRUCTORS
T. J. Clarke
Gary Colley
Mike McDaniel
Allen Webster
FINANCIAL
SECRETARY

Joyce Phillips

SECRETARY
Annette McAlister
Jackie Walker
LIBRARIAN

Jackie Walker

www.msop.org
office@msop.org
Office (901) 751-2242
Library (901) 751-7378
B. J. CLARKE, EDITOR

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2021

CHANGE THE WORLD!
ENCOURAGE SOMEONE TO PREACH!

B.J. Clarke
I preached my first sermon when I was 9 years old. It was not a masterpiece, to say the
least. I attempted to cover all three ages of Bible history in less than 10 minutes. As years
went by, my sister used to tease me by playing the audio of this sermon in my presence. I had
grown older, and my voice had changed, and so I cringed when I heard my high-pitched voice
attempting to summarize the story of the Bible in such a shallow way. Clearly, I was far from
being a seasoned Gospel preacher.
Nevertheless, to this day, I remember so vividly the encouragement that so many members
of the church gave me after that first sermon. I can recall still the faces and words of certain
brethren who came up to me and said, “Young man, you did a great job! You ought to become
a preacher someday!”
In my youth, I preached many sermons after that first one. They were better than my first,
but I was still wet behind the ears. However, after each attempt of mine to preach, there were
always brethren who went out of their way after services to locate me and encourage me to
consider becoming a Gospel preacher. Actually, I had considered it already, in large part,
because of my admiration for my father. He was the local preacher, and I learned so much
from him. Yet, I can say confidently that those words of encouragement from members of the
church provided that extra incentive for me to pursue preaching as my life’s work.
I am not sure how many hundreds of sermons I have been privileged to preach in the
50 years since I preached my first one at 9 years old. I am not sure how many souls I have
preached to over the decades, but I am sure that some have been touched by the saving power
of the gospel during these years (Rom. 1:16). This got me to thinking, “What if those members
of the church, who encouraged me, after my sermons to become a preacher, had not taken the
time to give me this encouragement? Would I have still become a preacher? Has the work I
have done as a preacher changed anyone’s world for the better? Have my efforts to preach the
gospel helped anyone to prepare to leave this world in order to live eternally in the world to
come? Thanks to the power of the gospel, I am certain that the answer is “Yes!” Did those who
encouraged me to become a preacher know that their encouragement would lead to many
souls being saved by the gospel? Perhaps, perhaps not, but they share in the positive results!
The bottom line is this: there is almost certainly someone you know who might become a
gospel preacher, with some heartfelt words of encouragement from you. Perhaps you have a
young man in the congregation (or more than one) who does a particularly good job with the
Wednesday night devotional, or the 5th Sunday evening sermon. Perhaps you have a man who
is ready for a career change. If you have not already, why not plant the seed thought in their
mind(s) to consider becoming a gospel preacher someday? If you send us their name(s) and
addresses, we will gladly send a free packet of information about how they can receive tuition
free training to “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2). Or you can direct them to our website at www.
msop.org to learn more about the program, and even to fill out an application online. Who
knows? The young man you encourage may go on to preach for decades, and even end up
training men to do the same! Let’s all do our part to change the world by the gospel!

Wish to attain
a greater Bible
knowledge?

MSOP Ongoing Spiritual Training

2021 Spring Semester

Thursdays from February 11 through May 13, 2021

Times, Courses, and Instructors
11 AM - Chronicles (#616)
Keith A. Mosher, Sr.
2 PM - Philippians & Colossians (#630)
Tom Wacaster
6 PM - Job (#608)

Daniel F. Cates

These classes may be taken in person
at Memphis School of Preaching
(3950 Forest Hill-Irene Road in Memphis, TN) or
online (live or archived) at www.msopmost.org.
If you have any questions, please visit msop.org/most-faq

Featuring:

• 39 Messages Designed To Magnify His Name •
• 8 Special Classes for Ladies •
• One Volume Of Several Hundred Pages Exploring the Bible Doctrine of How To Magnify His Name •
• Youth Day on Saturday, May 22nd, 2021 •
• Childcare/Classes Provided for Children 5 and under •
• Nightly Sessions of Congregational Singing •
• Honor To Whom Honor Dinner (Remembering Don Walker) on Monday, May 24th at 4:15 p.m. •
• A Seminar for Prospective Students and Supporters on Tuesday, May 25TH at 2:30 p.m. •
• The Alumni Dinner on Tuesday, May 25TH at 4:15 p.m. •
• Bible Bookstores and Dozens of Brotherhood Displays •
• Coffee and Donuts Each Morning; Lunch Provided Daily •
• RV Hookups Are Available On Site (Call to Reserve) •
• Multiple Hotels Nearby; see website for hotel suggestions •
• Great Christian Fellowship! •

For a complete schedule, visit our website at www.msop.org or scan

3950 Forest Hill-Irene Road, Memphis, TN 38125 • (901) 751.2242

Did You Know MSOP Has a Radio Station?
You Can Listen Online 24/7/365

APPLY
ONLINE
TODAY
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CALL TODAY

901.751.2242

Forest Hill Church of Christ
3950 Forest Hill Irene Road
Memphis, TN 38125
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