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ARE YOU IN THE MOOD FOR SOME GOOD NEWS IN 2020?
B.J. Clarke

In the early years of our marriage, as each year came to a close, Tish and I would 
reminisce about the joys and sorrows of that calendar year. As we considered some of the 
tough times, we loved to sing the phrase from that famous holiday song: “Next year all 
our troubles will be out of sight.” We were young, and in love, and a bit naïve. We soon 
learned that every calendar year has its share of troubles—some more, and some less. 

For virtually all of us, 2020 has been a year with more than its share of troubles and 
trials. There have been joys, but there has been more than a little bad news affecting our 
happiness quotient. It’s been a Job 14:1 kind of year: “full of trouble.” Cable news stations 
have blared out 24/7 warnings of COVID-19, murder hornets, hurricanes, and disturbing 
footage of civil unrest in the streets of our cities. Honesty and integrity appear to be in 
short supply when it comes to many of our government officials. If cable news is all you 
watch on television, then you are probably one depressed individual!

Do not despair! There is good news to report in 2020! Turn the page and you will find 
some very good news. On page 2 of this issue you will find the lineup for our 2020 World 
Missions Forum. Regrettably, issues with the pandemic prevented us from having the 
forum live and in person. However, the messages were livestreamed and are still archived 
for free, on demand, viewing. I can promise wholeheartedly that viewing these videos 
will lift your spirits and make you feel better about what is going on in the world. I know 
this because Tish, and my father, and I, watched these videos and felt so encouraged by 
the good work that is going on all over the world! Our countenances were noticeably 
brightened after watching these messages!

 
Be of good cheer! There is good news to learn in 2020! On page 3 of this issue you 

will find a list of the seminars that have been conducted recently at the Memphis School 
of Preaching. These seminars were a tremendous source of instruction to our students, 
and they are available to you as well. The seminars are absolutely free, and can be viewed 
on your smart phone, tablet, or computer. I can assure you that these messages will 
bless your life with eternal truth, and edify you much more than the latest cable news 
bombshell ever could.

I have heard many people say they are so ready for 2020 to be over, so we can move 
on to 2021 and more normal times. Of course, troubles and trials are not eliminated 
magically by the turning of a calendar page. I would like to tell you that “next year all our 
troubles will be out of sight,” but there is no such thing as a calendar year that is trouble 
free. Jesus did not say, “In 2020, ye shall have tribulation,” as if to limit tribulation to one 
calendar year. Jesus said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation,” and this applies to all 
calendar years, with some better, and some worse. Consequently, the rest of what Jesus 
said in John 16:33 is so important: “But be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” If 
you are looking for immediate good cheer, please turn the page and enjoy hearing and 
learning some good news in 2020!
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M E M P H I S

Forest Hill Church of Christ
3950 Forest Hill Irene Road
Memphis, TN 38125

MSOP offers...
• An intensive two-year collegiate program (164 semester hours; 

2960 clock hours, with transferable college credit)
• An optional Third-Year Graduate Program (M. O. S. T.)
• Classes for wives (Diplomas awarded)
• A one-year World Missions Program
• A state of the art facility on a 15 acre campus
• On campus student housing (32 units; 3 BR, 2 full baths)
• The on campus N. B. Hardeman Library (20,000 volumes)
• An on campus studio for training in television and radio
• An annual Lectureship beginning on the last Sunday in March
• Participation in evangelistic campaigns; a restoration trip, 

annual attendance at 6 other lectureships, and a week at 
Polishing The Pulpit. 


