
Study Guide 
 
I. Personal Greetings From Paul, 1:1-3 
 1. The recipients, 1-2 
 2. The blessing, 3 
 
II. The Prayer of Paul, 1:4-9 
 1. Paul thanks God for the gifts God has given the Corinthian believers, 4-7 
 2. Paul thanks God for the assurance of the Corinthians, 8-9 
 
III. Problems in Corinth: 
 
 1. Elevating human leaders, 1:10-17 
  (1) Individuals, 10-12 
  (2) Issues, 13-16 
  (3) Intent, 17 
 
 2. Exalting human wisdom, 1:18 thru 2:16 
  (1) Contrasts, 1:18-25 
  (2) Calling, 26-31 
   A. The Who, 26 
   B. The Why, 27-29 
   C. The Wherewithal, 30-31 
 
  (3) The Cross, 2:1-16 
   A. Paul’s Resolution, 1-5 
   B. Heaven’s Revelation, 6-16 
    (a) Concealed, 6-9 
    (b) Revealed, 10-16 
 
 3. Elevating human positions, 3:1 thru 4:21 
  (1) Coordinated effort, 3:1-9 - Endangered by... 
   A. Carnality 
   B. Cliques 
 
  (2) A Common project, 10-23 
   A. The Work, 10-15 
   B. A Warning, 16-23 
 
  (3) A Call to Faithfulness, 4:1-5 
  (4) A Central Authority, 4:6 
  (5) A Ceaseless Spectacle, 7-13 
  (6) Concluding thoughts, 14-21 
 
 4. Enamored With the Flesh, 5:1-13 
  (1) The Sinful Situation, 1-2 
  (2) The Sobering Sentence, 3-5 
  (3) The Unsightly Stain, 6-8 



  (4) The Sad Separation, 9-13 
 
 5. Engaged in frivolous litigation, 6:1-11 
  (1) The facts, 1 and 6 
  (2) The folly, 2-5 and 7-11 
   A. It is illogical, 2-5 
   B. It is illegal, 7-8 
   C. It is inexcusable, 9-11 
 
 6. Emphasis Upon the Body, 6:12-20 
 
IV. Series of Questions presented to Paul, 7:1 thru    
 
 1. Regarding marriage, 7:1-40 
 2. Regarding idols, 8:1-11:1;  

 
  (1) Principles on which decisions are to be made, 8:1-10:13 
 
   A. Introductory remarks, 8:1-3 
   B. First principle: Love is the ethic to guide our behavior, 8:4-13 
 
    (a) Summary of what we “know,” 4-6 
    (b) To the weak, eating equated with worship, 7 
    (c) A supposed argument from one with “knowledge,” 8 
    (d) Paul’s reply, 9-12 
    (e) Conclusion, 13 
  
   C. Second principle: There may be times when we should voluntarily restrict our liberty because 

of love for a brother, 9:1-27 
 
    (a) Apostolic liberty defended, 1-12a 
    (b) Apostolic policy presented, 12b-27 
 
 
   D. Third principle: The history of Israel should serve as a warning about the danger of idolatry, 

10:1-13 
 
    (a) Warning from the Old Testament, 10:1-10 - (they were “saved,” “separated,” “supplied,” 

and then “sinned” 
    (b) Application and promise, 11-13 
 
 
  (2) Paul’s answers to their three questions, 10:14-11:1 
 
   A. Answer to question #1 - The eating of sacrificial meat to an idol in an idol’s temple or in an 

idolatrous feast is prohibited, 10:14-22; 
   B. Answer to question #2 - The eating of sacrificial mean purchased at the meat market is 

permissible, 10:23-26 
   C. Answer to question #3 - It is permissible for the Christian to meat eat at a friend’s house, 

unless it gives offense to one sitting at the table, 10:27-30 
   D. Concluding remarks, 10:31-11:1 

 


