
(1) We should preach authoritatively. Paul exhorted Timothy, “These things command and 
teach. Let no man despise thy youth…” (1 Tim. 4:11-12). Paul also told Titus, “These things 
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee” (Tit. 2:15). As long 
as we are preaching the truth, and as long as we are preaching it in the right spirit, we must 
not preach it half-heartedly, as if it may or may not be true. We must preach it authoritatively 
because, if it is Scripture that we are preaching, it is embedded with the authority of God! 

(2) We should preach doctrinally. Paul encouraged Timothy to nourish the brethren 
with “good doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:6). Timothy would need to give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine (1 Tim. 4:13). He would need to take heed unto himself and the 
doctrine (teaching) for in so doing he would save both himself and his hearers (1 Tim. 4:16). 
The role of the preacher is, among other things, to exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine (2 
Tim. 4:2) and to make sure that his doctrine (teaching) is not corrupt (Tit. 2:7). 

(3) We should preach exemplarily. It is not enough to teach the right things with our lips, 
we must do the right things with our lives. After telling Timothy to command and teach, Paul 
hastened to command him to be an example to the believers: in word, in conduct, in love, in 
spirit, in faith, and in purity (1 Tim. 4:12). Timothy was to exemplify the man of God by fleeing 
worldly things and pursuing after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness 
(1 Tim. 6:11; cf. 2 Tim. 2:22). Titus was instructed to exemplify in his life a pattern of good 
works (Tit. 2:7). As preachers, we must remember that there will be no power in our pulpits if 
there is no pattern in our lives. 

 (4) We should preach humbly. If any man teaches otherwise than the wholesome doctrine 
of Christ, he “is proud, knowing nothing” (1 Tim. 6:3-5). To preach humbly is to preach God’s 
message without addition or subtraction. Man is never more arrogant than when he presumes 
to tamper with God’s Word! It is an awesome privilege to preach but also an awesome 
responsibility (Jas. 3:1-2). 

(5) We should preach militantly. How can one be militant and still be humble? Some say it 
cannot be done. The inspired Word of God teaches otherwise. Paul also exhorted Timothy to 
“war a good warfare” (1 Tim. 1:18) and to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). To preach 
militantly is not being ugly. It is to preach without fear, favor, or compromise. The Gospel 
preacher must fight for the truth rather than capitulate to error. 

(6) We should preach lovingly. The same apostle Paul who told Timothy to “war” and to 
“fight” also said, “God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). Thus, a Gospel preacher like Timothy should possess a spirit of 
love. This proves that it is possible for a preacher to be both militant for the truth and loving in 
his demeanor. Because of his love for the truth (cf. Eph. 4:15), the gospel preacher respects the 
truth about proclaiming the Word in a loving fashion.
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It has been a month since graduating from the 
Memphis School of Preaching and these are just a few 
of my thoughts regarding the school and why you 
should attend if you are looking to become a preacher.

IT IS ENCOURAGING.
When I first set foot in the school the first thought in 

my mind was how much smarter everyone else was. 
The instructors are some of the smartest men that I 
know. My classmates all seemed in my eyes as seasoned 
preachers. I found myself suddenly in the middle of 
what I thought were guys who had studied the Word 
for far longer than I had. I was the one who (borrowing 
words from Moses) was not eloquent, nor did I feel as if 
I knew very much. What I found is that while all of that 
was true in most regards, that everyone knew 
more than me, and that it was a place full 
of men who were seasoned and trained 
preachers, when we opened the Bible 
it was as if everyone was on ground 
zero ready to learn something new. 
Even though the instructors knew 
so much, they taught it with a zeal 
as if they were teaching it for the 
very first time. 

One of the most encouraging 
factors of the School was to dig 
into the book that God has given us 
every day for two years. To know and 
understand more than I ever had before, 
and to say without reserve that God has given 
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness (2 
Pet. 1:3), is a feeling that is excelled by no other. I was 
intimidated at first, but that would soon cease after 
understanding that, even though there were more 
knowledgeable men than I, we were all on same page 
when it came to learning about the Word of God.

IT IS EDIFYING.
To be honest, I was never a good student in high 

school. It was like pulling teeth to get me to do 
anything as far as reading and writing goes, and, when 
I started thinking of going to MSOP, that thought of not 
doing very well in school was always in the back of my 
mind. It had been a couple of years since high school, so 
I was already rusty when it came to any kind of formal 
teaching in the realms of English, grammar and writing 
(I’m glad arithmetic is not a required class in preaching 
school). The main thing that worried me was, “What if I 

cannot do the work?” What I soon found out is that the 
question was not “could I do the work?” but, “would 
I do the work?” The instructors would repeatedly tell 
us that a student would not fail the school if they were 
giving their best effort into passing and excelling. That 
fact alone gave me no excuse to fail the curriculum. 
Aside from that motivation, I came to understand that 
what I was doing was the most important profession 
in the world, and that soon became the driving force of 
doing my very best when it came to my learning more 
and doing class assignments. Besides that, I knew that 
God wanted my very best. It was edifying because I 
learned things that I never would have learned on my 
own and it opened my eyes to the understanding of 
what being a preacher really means.

IT IS EXHILARATING.
Were there times when it was hard 

and grueling? Oh yes! Were there 
times when it was already after 
midnight on Sunday, and we had 
a writing assignment due, four 
memory verses, and two quizzes 
to study for the next day--after 
having already traveled and 

preached the day before? Yes, but 
I am thankful for those times. I love 

the expression, “if you always do it 
the hard way then you will never have 

trouble doing it the easy way.” It was not 
that I necessarily wanted that much on my plate 

at one time, but that was the whole point. If I never had 
all of that to do at one time, then I never would have 
learned to do it all at one time. It is tiring, but at the 
same time, exhilarating. I would trade nothing for what 
we learned in our two years at the Memphis School of 
Preaching. It taught me how to be a preacher, but more 
importantly it taught me how to be a Christian and to 
live the way that Christ lived.

If you are considering going to preaching school, I 
cannot speak for the rest of the preaching schools out 
there, but I know that you will not be disappointed 
at the Memphis School of Preaching. The instructors 
and staff are some of the best that can be found. The 
teaching is always true to the Word. The relationships 
that you will make will last for a lifetime, and the 
overall experience that you will obtain, you will never 
forget.

WHY ATTEND MSOP?
Houston McClure
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Did You Know MSOP Has a Radio Station?
You Can Listen Online 24/7/365

FUTURE PREACHERS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES NEED YOUR HELP

There are men who want to preach, but they need 
your help. They realize their need for education and 
training, and they are willing to leave behind their 
extended families, jobs, and homes in order to come to 
MSOP for two years.

These men (and their families) have shown 
themselves willing to make personal sacrifices, because 
they want to preach the gospel, and to teach the lost 
about the Savior, Who gave so much for them, making 
possible their salvation.

Thankfully, because of the generous contributions 
of so many, we have greatly reduced the amount of 
support needed for housing (a reduction of $1,000 or 
more for each family, each month). Yet, these good 
men still need food, clothing, insurance, and the other 
expenses of living.

We dare not fail our Lord by refusing to help 
deserving brethren to prepare themselves to be 
faithful gospel preachers. Let us hear from you as soon 
as possible. Send your support for them to MSOP. 
Remember, your contributions to MSOP are tax 
deductible. 
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