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The Elders of the
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Memphis, Tennessee
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THE 2019 
MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

LECTURESHIP
James Pilgrim

WHAT MEMPHIS SCHOOL OF PREACHING 
MEANS TO ME

Keith A. Mosher, Sr.

I. INTRODUCTION:
A. It was a privilege and pleasure of many to attend the 2019 

MSOP Lectureship.
B. MSOP was started in part by the late and beloved Roy J. 

Hearn, a godly and knowledgeable Bible student and 
teacher, and has enjoyed a reputation of teaching the truth, 
while turning out godly and faithful men who preach the 
Word. 

C. MSOP has been blessed with dedicated men as directors 
and teachers, faithful women who have served, and MSOP 
continues along this path.

D. The following acrostic suggests a few reasons for the joy 
one has over hearing the lectures in the 2019 MSOP 
Lectureship. 

II. BODY:
A.  M-issions were stressed (Mark 16:15; 2 Timothy 2:2, 24, etc.).
B.  S-alvation through Jesus and His church was emphasized 

(Luke 2:11; Acts 4:12; Matthew 16:13-19, etc.).
C. O-bedience was accented (Hebrews 5:8,9; Romans 6:17,18).
D. P-reaching the Word was done and encouraged (2 Timothy 

4:2; James 1:21,25).
E. L-ove was preached (1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Hebrews 13:1; 

Matthew 5:43-48).
F. E-nlightening or edifying was done (1 Corinthians 14:12).
G. C-hurch oneness was stressed (Ephesians 1:22,24; 4:4; 1 

Corinthians 12:13).
H. T-ruth was set forth (John 17:17; Ephesians 4:15).
I. U-ngodliness was discouraged (Titus 2:11,12; Jude 4,15,18).
J. R-ighteousness was encouraged (Titus 2:11,12; Acts 

17:30,31).
K. E-ternity was used as an encourager (Matthew 25:46; 2 

Corinthians 5:1ff).
L. S-criptural lessons were presented (Acts 28:25-27; Mark 

1:22,23).
M. H-eaven was presented as a reality (John 14:1-6; 2 

Corinthians 5:1ff).
N. I-nspiration of the scriptures was stressed (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 

Peter 1:20,21).
O. P-urity was the theme (Matthew 5:8; Philippians 4:8).

III. CONCLUSION:
A. For those who were unable to attend this lectureship,

1. Get a copy of the Lectureship Book.
2. Go online to hear the messages.
3. Order copies of the messages.

B. May this good school continue to exist and teach students 
what and how to preach until the blessed Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ returns to claim His own.

SERMON PREACHED AT THE CHAPMAN CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
APRIL 7, 2019.

At the recent dinner honoring alumni and friends, several 
graduates spoke about the topic of “what Memphis School of 
Preaching means to me.” The present tense sense of the assigned 
topic was that the school’s training still had influence in the 
lives of the graduates.  However, it became noticeable that each 
alumnus was intent on reminiscing about his time at the school, 
his teachers, and his fellow classmates. One might ask as to why 
such nostalgia was emphasized, but those of us who have gone 
through the school and have graduated, had no trouble at all in 
understanding.  The memories of the time spent here, in a tough 
environment, and the love enjoyed with teachers and fellow 
students are some of the greatest remembrances of our lives.

The speakers were representatives of each decade of the 
school’s existence since 1966.  Fifty plus years of the school 
were remembered with joy and laughter and tears. All of the first 
round of teachers has died, and several classmates are now gone, 
but all are fondly thought of in the same way; they went through 
the battle together, and though it was a tough trip, they made 
it and are now a band of brothers forging ahead for the Lord. 
If anyone wants to know why the alumni of Memphis School of 
Preaching are so close, all he has to do is think of soldiers who 
have been in war together who have become “brothers” in a 
very special way. So it is with the alumni of Memphis School of 
Preaching.  If the school ever loses its “toughness,” it will lose this 
fraternity feeling among its graduates.

Examples of some mentioned by earlier graduates were: Roy 
J. Hearn, the first director who set the tone for a strict school; he 
was known as “stern Hearn” by his students, but was found to be 
“compassionate and caring” when one needed such. Richard Lee 
Curry’s Bible geography class was recalled as were the stories of 
J. A. McNutt. A really tough Genesis test of Frank D. Young’s was 
remembered and the speaker wondered if “Moses could have 
passed it!”  Frank and Gracie Young (Gracie was Gus Nichol’s 
oldest daughter) often invited students to their apartment 
where scripture discussions would abound. E. L. Whitaker, the 
preacher’s preacher at Knight Arnold, now Forest Hill, was 
remembered as a great example of humility. [Note that all of the 
faculty were remembered, but they also note how far back the 
memories go.]

One of the things mentioned most often by the speakers was 
the in-depth instruction received at the school.  As one put it: 
“I once claimed that one could study commentaries eight hours 
a day and that would be just as good as going to school. But I 
learned that nothing could replace the experience and counsel of 
MSOP instructors.” All of the speakers at the dinner remembered 
the person-to-person atmosphere of students and teachers. One 
said: “It was two years of learning life’s greatest lessons from 
today’s greatest servants to do God’s greatest work.”

An alumnus from the 1970’s noted that M is for memories; S 
is for the studies I received in school; O is for the opportunities 
the school provided; P is for the encouragement to preach.  Some 
of God’s great servants have graduated and some are still in 
school, but one said it well: “I came to school to learn how to be a 
preacher and found out I was supposed to be a servant.”

Memphis School of Preaching is a family of God and dines on 
fellowship, friendship, memories, and love. Thank you B.J. Clarke 
for such a wonderful idea in letting the alumni speak. This “band 
of brothers” is going ahead for the Lord.
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Brother Clarke presents the proclamation 
from the Tennessee House of Representatives 
in honor of Joe Williams, John DeBerry and 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

The announcement is made that the Garland Elkins Virtual Filing Cabinet is now 
available, either on a portable hard drive or online at www.elkins.msop.org. All 

proceeds go to a fund to support the widows of MSOP faculty members.

The theme and dates for the 2020 MSOP lectureship is announced.

Our honorees for the Decades of Devotion Dinner
(left to right, Joe Williams, John DeBerry and 

Robert R. Taylor, Jr.)

Alumni President Keith Dixon presents sister 
Jan Kuehn with her Honorary Alumnus Pin.

Brother Robert R. Taylor, Jr. closes out another lectureship 
with a great sermon!

This year’s lectureship book was dedicated to brother and 
sister Mosher for all of their years of dedication to God 

and to MSOP!

Eugene Jenkins receives his award as 
MSOP Alumnus of the Year.

Thanks to Elijah Reed, son of Brian and 
Karen Reed, who collected $10 in his MSOP 
“Into All The World” Coin Bank and brought 
it to this year’s lectureship as a donation! 
Thanks for helping us to “Preach the Word” 
to the whole world!

Gene Kuehn receives his 
Honorary Alumnus Pin.

Tish Clarke is surprised to receive a plaque of 
appreciation given to her by the MSOP wives.
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Saul Al-Shimary...............................St. Louis, MO
Hatton Allen....................Red Boiling Springs, TN
Adam Forrest Barcroft......................Fairview, WV
Britton Bidigare.........................Grand Rapids, MI
Ernest Scott Broughton.......................Bremen, GA
Charles R. Cordon.............................Syracuse, NY
Everett M. Gibson, Jr. ..................Hattiesburg, MS
Carlton Conrad Graham.............................Jamaica
Caunr Lee Gregory.........................Tuscumbia, AL
Payton Hoskins..............................Schoolcraft, MI
Travis Island*.......................................Tunica, MS
Jonathan D.B. Jenkins....................Cedartown, GA
Kenneth Rusty Kennedy........................Ripley, TN
Sterling J.K. Main...........................Columbus, OH
Houston McClure...........................Gaylesville, AL
Daniel McMillin...................................Ripley, MS
Jason Noel Moore..................................Dalton, GA
Andrew Reece.................................Fort Wayne, IN
Jonathon C. Royal............Red Boiling Springs, TN
Bradley Michael Smith........................Murray, KY
Luaao Soli, Jr. ................Nu’uuli, American Somoa
Daniel T. Webster...................................Butler, AL
Philip Shoujiang Zheng..................Shanghai, PRC

*World Missions Program

2019 GRADUATES

Class of 2019


