belong to the erudite alone; it belongs to all people. It now becomes our task to
learn this marvelous language so that we can more effectively make known the

grace of God to all people.‘ VPU( ‘ Zﬁ:l

This is a lectionary from the thirteenth to fourteenth century containing parts of Matthew
and John. Photo provided by the Center for the Study of New Testament manuscripts
(Dr. Daniel B. Wallace, director) and used by permission of Institut fiir neu-testamentliche
Textforschung.
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Chapter 2

Learning Greek

Before we start learning Greek, let’s talk about how to learn. If you have devel-
oped any bad study habits, they are going to be magnified as you set out to learn
Greek.

Goal

The main purpose of writing this book is to help you to understand better and
to communicate more clearly the Word of God. This must be kept in mind at all
times. It should motivate you, encourage you when you are frustrated, and give
you perspective when you think you are going to crack. Rgmember the goal: a

clearer, more exact, ar G . ;

But is knowing Greek essential in reaching this goal? If youare not fully con-

vinced that this is so, you will have difficulty reaching tl

is knowing Greek worth the effort? We have been blessed with a wealth of gaod

translations”Acareful use of these goes a long way in helping the preacher under-
o T -

stand the Word of God. It would Be unfair to claim that the only way to be a good

preacher i to know Greelc_

However, allow me a little parable and the point will become clear. You need to
overhaul your car engine. What tools will you select? I would surmise that with
a screw driver, hammer, a pair of pliers, and perhaps a crow bar, you could make
some progress. But look at the chances you are taking. Without a socket wrench
you could ruin many of the bolts. Without a torque wrench you cannot get the
head seated properly. The point is, without the MUu run the risk of
doing a minimal job, and perhaps actually hurting the engine.

The same is true with preaching, teaching, and preparing Bible studies. Without
the proper tools you are limited in your ability to deal with the text. When Jesus
says of communion, “Drink ye all of it” (Matt 26:27; KJV), what does the “all” refer
to? All the drink, or all the people?' When Paul writes to the Ephesians that it is
“by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves; it is a
gift from God” (Eph 2:8), what does “it” refer to?* When Paul asks, “Do all speak
in tongues?” (1 Cor 12:30), is he implying that the answer is “Yes”??

But there is more. Almost all the best commentaries and biblical studies require
a knowledge of Greek. Without it, you will not have access to the lifelong labors
of scholars who should be heard. I have seen a rather interesting pattern develop.

' The people.
2 The whole process of salvation, which includes our faith.

* He is stating that the answer is “No.”
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The only people I have heard say that Greek is not important are those who do not
themselves know Greek. Strange. Can you imagine someone who knows nothing
about tennis say that it is unnecessary ever to take tennis lessons? Sounds ridicu-
lous, doesn’t it?

The point of all this is to emphasize that you must think through why you want
to learn Greek, and then you must keep your goal in sight at all times. John Wes-
ley, perhaps one of the most effective ministers ever to mount a horse, was able to
quote Scripture in Greek better than in English. How far do you want your min-
istry to go? The tools you collect, Greek being one of them, will to a significant
degree determine your success from a human point of view. Set your goals high
and keep them in sight.

Memorization

In order to learn any language, memorization is vital. For Greek you will have to
memorize vocabulary words, endings, and various other things. In Greek the only
way to determine, for example, whether a noun is singular or plural, or if a word
is the subject or object of the verb, is by the ending of the word. So if you have not
memorized the endings, you will be in big trouble.

Along with grammar is the importance of memorizing vocabulary. There is little
joy in translating if you have to look up every other word in the lexicon. Rote
memory is more difficult for some than others, so here are some suggestions.

1. Make flash cards for vocabulary words and word endings. You can put them
Jiryour pocket and take them anywhere. Use them while waiting in lines, dur-
ing work breaks, before classes, etc. They will become your life saver. 3 x 5
index cards cut in thirds are a nice size. You can also purchase my pre-made
cards, Basics of Biblical Greek Vocabulary Cards (Zondervan).

2. Use FlashWorks, my computer flash card software that can be downloaded for
free (see page xxii). You can tell it which words you have difficulty remember-
ing, and it can quiz you just on those.

3. When memorizing words use mnemonic devices. For example, the Greek
word for “face” is transliterated as prosgpon, so it could be remembered by
the phrase, “pour soap on my face.” It seems that the sillier these devices are
the better, so don’t be ashamed. At Teknia.com you can see all my mnemonic
devices and contribute yours. I encourage you to become involved in this
community.

4. You must pronounce Greek consistently and write it neatly. If your pronuncja-
/tion varies, it is difficult to remember the words.

@

Say the words and endings out loud. The more senses involved in the learning
process the better. So pronounce the words, listen tu them, and write them out
so you can see them.

Exercises

T‘lﬁnmftﬂ_es,tnykwmn_(or learning Greek comes during the homework assign-

me ecause most of the exercises are drawn from fhe New Testament, you are
constantly reminded why you are learning the language. | have tried to point out
in the footnotes whenever a knowledge of Greek helps you exegetically or devo-

tlonal]y to better understand the verse’s meaning,.
e
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I will also be introducing you to intermediate grammar through the footnotes to
the exercises. Whereas the footnotes in the grammar are not essential, they are
very important in the exercises.

Be sure to treat the exercises as tests. Learn the chapter, do as many of the exercises

as you can, then work back through the chapter and do the exercises again. The s
more you treat the exercises as a test, the better you will learn the material and the
ketter you will do on actual tests. There are many sample quizzes available on the
website.

Time and Consistency

Very few people can “pick up” a language. For most of us it takes time, lots of it.

Plan for that; remind yourself what you are trying to do, and spend the necessary KE%{ 1'TIc™N
time. But along with the amount of time is the matter of consistency. You cannot

cram for tests; Greek will not stick, and in the long run you will forget it. Spend

time every day; getting to know the language of the New Testament deserves at

least that. Remember, “Those who cram, perish.”

Partners

Few people can learn a language on their own. For sake of illustration, let me
quote the story of John Brown as told by the great Greek grammarian A. T.
Robertson.

At the age of sixteen John Brown, of Haddington, startled a bookseller by
asking for a copy of the Greek Testament. He was barefooted and clad in
ragged homespun clothes. He was a shepherd boy from the hills of Scot-
land. “What would you do with that book?” a professor scornfully asked.
“T'll try to read it,” the lad replied, and proceeded to read off a passage

in the Gospel of John. He went off in triumph with the coveted prize, but
the story spread that he was a wizard and had learned Greek by the black
art. He was actually arraigned for witchcraft, but in 1746 the elders and
deacons at Abernethy gave him a vote of acquittal, although the minister
would not sign it. His letter of defence, Sir W. Robertson Nicoll says (The
British Weekly, Oct. 3, 1918), “deserves to be reckoned among the memora-
ble letters of the world.” John Brown became a divinity student and finally
professor of divinity. In the chapel at Mansfield College, Oxford, Brown's
figure ranks with those of Doddridge, Fry, Chalmers, Vinet, Schleier-
macher. He had taught himself Greek while herding his sheep, and he did
it without a grammar. Surely young John Brown of Haddington should
forever put to shame those theological students and busy pastors who
neglect the Greek Testament, though teacher, grammar, lexicon are at their
disposal.*

This story points out how unusual it is for someone to learn Greek without the
communal help of the class. Find a partner, someone who will test and quiz you,
encourage and support you, and vice versa. Make use of the social network at
Teknia.com; the forums are especially good places to help and be helped.

* A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research (Broadman, 1934)
4th edition, xix.

Chapter 2. Learning Greek




