Exercise 3

The Alphabet and Pronunciation

i Write out and pronounce the Greek letters of the alphabet several times. It is essential to learn how to
recognize, write, and pronounce each letter. You cannot continue until you have done so.
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The Alphabet and Pronunciation

Grammar

1. What are the seven vowels?



Here is how the diph-
thongs are different in
modern Greek.

o 1

W o1 as “e” in “hen”

® g1 as “ee” in “meet”
B o1 as “ee” in “meet”
| v as “af” or “av”
® ¢y as “eff” or “ev”
m

iy

1 as the short ”i” in

k “intrigue”

3.4 Breathing marks

Greek has two breathing marks. Every word beginning with a vowel or
rho has a breathing mark.

B The rough breathing is a " placed over the first vowel and adds an
“h” sound to the word. vnép is pronounced “huper.” Every word that
begins with a rho or upsilon takes a rough breathing.

M The smooth breathing isa’ placed over the first vowel and is not pro-
nounced. Grootohog is pronounced “apostolos.”

If a word begins with a capital single vowel, the breathing is placed before
the vowel (e.g., Toowx).
3.5 Pronouncing diphthongs

1. A diphthong is two vowels that produce one sound. The second
vowel is always an 1 or an v. They are pronounced as follows.!

o as in aisle alpw

—}

_EL as in eight €l
ot as in oil olKLo.
o as in sauerkraut CUTOG

5 oV as in soup ovde

vl as in suite V10¢

S
£V, MU as in feud™? evlug / nukovey

st

vt and nu are less common than the others.

2. Animproper diphthong is made up of a vowel and an iota subscript.
An iota subscript is a small iota written under the vowels o, 1, orw (g,

1, ®©) and normally is the er i id. This iota has no effect

on the pronunciation but is essential for translation, so pay close atten-

tion to it. \
j a  dpy = C[a—rwe C KL .
n o YpodT '
®  Aoye

3. If aword begins with a diphthong, the breathing mark is placed over
f_he second vowel of the diphthong (oitew, Atyvrtoc).

4. In some words you will find two vowels that normally form a diph-
thong, but in the case of this word do not. To show that these two
vowels are pronounced as two separate sounds, a diaeresis () is
placed over the second vowel.

o1 normally forms a diphthong, but in the case of ‘Hooiog, the diaer-
esis indicates that o forms'two separate sounds: H 60 1 0. Cf. naive
in English. '

" wv is used in Classical Greek, but occurs in the New Testament only in the name Mwvong
where there is always a diaeresis, indicating that it is not a diphthong.

2 Some suggest that the pronunciation of nv is the same as saying “hey you” if you run the
g8 p ying Yy y
words together.
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Exercise 4

Punctuation and Syllabification
Syllabification

Divide the following words into syllables. If you are learning the rules, indicate which ones apply.
1. ounv

2. ypopn

3. €0%0TOC

4. Kopdio.

5. TVELUO.

6. mpodrTNg

7. cofBotov

8. oyyehog

9. OvOpwTOC

10. MEPLTOTEW

Reading

[ cannot stress enough how important it is to learn to pronounce the language. After years of teaching Greek
I assure you that if you do not learn to pronounce it, you will never master the language. As you are reading,
do not worry about the meaning of the words.

Practice reading this selection over and over and over. Read it out loud until you can read it correctly in under
15 minutes. You can hear me read the passage on the website at www.teknia.com/bbg_chapter_4.



