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enced the 2 9] f F as in Fat 9 a "-I
»ort and 3 r s TS as in NeTS 3 & XYV
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» indebted ﬁ r R as in Rule R "
d a laset w $ S as in Set e w
w § SH as in SHine e (1]
g t T as in Tall h n
n t T as in Tall h n




I.1 THE ALPHABET

Notes:

1.1 The pronunciation recommended here is based upon that used in modern
Hebrew. It is known as the Sephardic pronunciation.

1.2 A point is placed under h when it transliterates M, under t when it
iransliterates ¥, and under s when it transliterates 3. This is to distinguish these
letters from others that have similar sounds.

1.3 There are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew alphabet. This number is
arrived at by counting & and ¥ as variant forms of the same letter.

1.4 The Hebrew alphabet contains no vowels, but only consonants. This is
because ancient Hebrew was written without vowels. Its correct pronunciation was
based upon an oral tradition handed down from generation to generation. A written
vowel system was devised in the period between A.D. 500 and 1000 for the primary
purpose of preserving the oral tradition. A text without vowels is called “an
unpointed text.” Synagogue scrolls even today are written with an unpointed text, as
are most books, magazines, and newspapers printed in Modern Hebrew. The written
vowels are of great benefit to the beginning student and will be studied in Lesson 2.

1.5 The first letter in the alphabet is N (*418f), but it must not be confused
with English “a” or Greek “alpha” (o). The latter two are vowels, while N is
always a consonant.

1.6 Hebrew is written and read from right to left. Thus the letters of the
alphabet should be written as follows:

HW?&‘ﬁPBEﬁOJD"?B‘EH?1HHABN

But they should be read as follows: -418f, bet, gimél, etc.
1.7 There are no capital letters in Hebrew.

1.8 Each letter in the alphabet represents the initial consonant of the
Hebrew name for that letter. The Hebrew names (minus vowels) are as follows:
1 A (O IO I ~ ~ I C TR
@ M ® pn 4 M Qo ™
3 3 9 Booas e ey v
@ moan T e Y P
(55 W (.  /y an N2 (22 3
(6) no(12) M g I8
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EXERCISES 1

9. What do the letters in each of the following groups have in common?

() AD39T32 ® pPAniBY

i 2 522 4 [ enAN
ses will 10. Transliterate the following proper names and try to identify them from their
»unt for consonantal forms. A reference is given to indicate where each may be found in the
::z‘; e -. Hebrew Bible.
-1. () ©Br% A3 (Mic. 5:1; Eng. 5:2) (17) 1M (2 Sam. 7:3)
: ) P92 (Num. 22:2) (18) D0  (Gen. 13:13)
(3) 172" (Gen. 42:4) (19) W (Gen. 25:25)
QUESEHE @) T (Gen. 30:11) Q0 WD (Deut. 1:1)
? (5) 2393 (osh. 5:9) (21) WIP  (Gen. 14:7)
g (6) &3 (Gen. 46:28) (22) MP2Y  (Gen. 22:23)
hich they ) T (1 Sam. 16:23) (23) on"  (Gen. 29:6)
bove. (8) =N (Gen. 16:1) (24)  DMMAR  (Gen. 17:5)
paragraph (9) mpm (2 Kgs. 18:1D) (25) " (Gen. 17:15)
(10) 1233 (Gen. 12:5) (26) T (Dan. 1:7)
(11) SN2 (Gen. 35:10) (27) DO  (Judg. 9:6)
Amite 188 (12) 293 (Num. 13:6) (28) ™R (2 Sam. 12:24)
L 1Y) MRY  (Gen. 29:16) (29) ¥ (Gen. 9:23)
G0 139 (Gen. 24:29) (30) D% (2 Kgs. 22:9)
M (Exod. 2:10) (31) 2°3N 9N (Ezek. 3:15)
(2 Kgs. 24:1) (32) =R (Gen. 38:6)

,‘Bﬁxam_p le:

BRY M2, “bet-yod-tav/imed-het—(final) mém.”
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EXERCISES

The exercises included in each lesson are designed to help the student apply
the principles studied in that lesson. Examples used in the lessons and exercises wij)
for the most part be taken verbatim from the Hebrew Bible. This will account for

word appears.

1. Write a full line of each of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

2. Learn to pronounce the letters in proper order from Nton.

3. Transliterate the following verse (Ezek. 38:12, one of twenty-six verses containing
all the letters of the alphabet).

BY ONY Pagiy maam s T 2R 13 139 Boy wepiy
PONA 2w Sy saws P3P P Ry oo AOND

4. Practice pronouncing the letters in the verse above in the order in which they
occur, reading from right to left.

6. Transliterate the Hebrew names for all consonants as they appear in paragraph
I.1.8, pp. 2f.

Example: ﬂ'?N = °lf
Mha - byt; etc.

7. Certain letters are similar in form and thus easily confused. Examine the
following Ietters and learn to identify each by name.

(1 23, » » (6) 1, 1t °

-

@ 95 » M B, ©
© I ® B, o
@ 7, ©® ®on n
5) 9, = 10y u p

8. Certain letters sound alike. Learn to identify these letters by name.
1 o, & - S, as in Set (4) 21
(2) >3, P -K, as in Keep (5 nm, 5 _ CH, as in BacH
G n n - T, as in Tall 6) N, » _ Silent letters

-V -V, asin Vine

e R S e

11.

(12
(13
(14
(1s.
(16.

Pr



EXERCISES 1

9. What do the letters in each of the following groups have in common?

M A®3733 @ P

¢ apply (20 2212 4 "2 nAN
ses will 10. Transliterate the following proper names and try to identify them from their
»unt for consonantal forms. A reference is given to indicate where each may be found in the
::tyllc";ﬂgi | Hebrew Bible.
i () ©A® M3 (Mic. 5:1; Eng. 5:22) (17) 3 (2 Sam. 7:3)
Q’ 2 P93 (Num. 22:2) (18) D70 (Gen. 13:13)
3) 1"1°32  (Gen. 42:4) (19) WY (Gen. 25:25)
B (4) 13 (Gen. 30:11) (20) TINE  (Deut. 1:1)
? (5) %393 (Josh. 5:9) 1) YD (Gen. 14:7)
i (6) 13 (Gen. 46:28) (22) MP2a"  (Gen. 22:23)
e (7N 7T (1 Sam. 16:23) (23) oM (Gen. 29:6)
bove. (8) =7 (Gen. 16:1) (24)  DAM3AR  (Gen. 17:5)
paragraph 9 MR (2 Kgs. 18:1) (25) R (Gen. 17:15)
(10) 133 (Gen. 12:5) (26) TV (Dan. 1:7)
(11) PRI (Gen. 35:10) Q7 Do (Judg. 9:6)
amine the (12) 255  (Num. 13:6) (28) MDY (2 Sam. 12:24)
| (13) PRY  (Gen. 29:16) (29) ov'  (Gen. 9:23)
"'_: (14) 12%  (Gen. 24:29) (30) ™Y (2 Kgs. 22:9)
M (Exod. 2:10) (31) 2A%aR 9N (Bzek. 3:15)

(2 Kgs. 24:1) (32) =R (Gen. 38:6)



